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In a second apparent shift on gays in the military, 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) said yester- 
day that Congress likely would leave the “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy in place if it survives court scrutiny. 

Gingrich said the Republican Congress would re- 
turn to a stricter policy only if the Clinton adminis- 
tration regulations were judged unconstitutional by 
federal appeals courts and, possibly, the Supreme 
Court Speaking on “CBS This Morning,” Gingrich 
said that if the Clinton policy remained in place after 
court review, “that will not be an issue that you’ll see 
necessarily very much legislative action on.” 

On Sunday, Gingrich said, “I expect Congress to 
take up that issue — . We’re going to probably go 
back to the rules that existed prior to President Clin- 
ton changing them.” 

Gingrich asserted yesterday that he wasn’t chang- 
ing positions. He said he made his comments Sunday 
on ABC’s “This Week With David Brinkley” when 
asked what would happen if higher courts upheld a 
federal judge’s ruling last week that the current poli- 
cy was unconstitutional. 

The question by columnist George Will mentioned 
the court decision but did not ask what Congress 
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might do if higher courts upheld it. Instead, Will not- 
ed that the policy was put in place by a Democratic 
president and a Democratic Congress and asked, 
“Do you expect this Congress to take up that issue?” 
Gingrich’s response Sunday did not mention the 
court decision. 

Before the Clinton presidency, military recruits 
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were asked about their sexual orientation and any 
recruit, enlistee or officer who declared homosexual- 
ity was immediately discharged. Under the new poli- 
cy recruits are not asked about their sexual orienta- 
tion and homosexuals may remain in the service as 
long as they keep their status private and obey all 
codes of conduct. 


Yesterday’s comment by Gingrich drew more crit- 
icism from opponents of policies restricting gays in 
the military. “He’s going sideways and backwards to 
get out of it,” said Rep. Martin T. Meehan (D- 
Mass.), a National Security Committee member. 

Gingrich also said yesterday that his vote in 1993 
for the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy was cast reluc- 
tantly. “It was a policy that I thought was the best 
you could negotiate with the president,” he said. 

In 1993, Gingrich also “strongly” opposed an 
amendment that would have allowed the military to 
resume asking recruits about sexual orientation. 

In two letters to a constituent in Georgia in 1992, 
Gingrich said, “Homosexuals are entitled to the same 
rights as all Americans" and “what goes on in the 
bedroom is private, and the government should not 
be in the business of being ‘bedroom’ police.” 
Gingrich’s assertion Sunday that the House would 
take up the issue drew a chilly response from GOP 
lawmakers who head military oversight committees. 
Rep. Floyd Spence (S.C.), chairman of the House Na- 
tional Security Committee, and Sen. Strom Thur- 
mond (S.C.), chairman of the Senate Armed Services | 
Committee, said they had no plans to reexamine the 
policy on gays in the military. 



